When Jesus Prays
Day 1
Read Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35; 6:46; Luke 5:16.
Have you ever been so disturbed or drained by problems that you needed a
break? If so, how did you deal with it? How did Jesus respond to such chaos?
In the verses listed above, we note that Jesus spent time by Himself, on a
mountain, at the seaside, or in a garden to restore His soul. He understood
the importance of letting God lead Him to green pastures, places where He
could be nourished.
Day 2
In Matthew 14:23-34 after Jesus finished praying, He saved Peter from
drowning, and taught every one of His disciples about faith. In Mark 1:35-45
after Jesus finished praying, He preached the gospel, cast out demons, and
healed a man of leprosy.
In Mark 6:46-56 the Bible says that after Jesus prayed, He crossed the lake,
and people ran throughout that whole region, carrying the sick on mats to
wherever they heard He was. They begged Him to let them touch even the edge
of His cloak, and all who touched it were healed.
I’m sure that during those solitary times Jesus laid His entire heart before
the Father in prayer, and because of this, God strengthened Him. I am sure He
prayed for the people He would minister to, and for His disciples’ faith. It
becomes evident that had Jesus not taken the time to get away and spend time
in prayer, His ministry would have looked much different.
Day 3
As Jesus entered Bethany all eyes were fixed on Him. Honestly, it was because
He was the only one who was capable of preventing the tragedy. Lazarus, His
friend, died, and Jesus did not intervene. When He did arrive, His prayer
started off oddly. He thanked God for hearing Him, but failed to mention
Lazarus or His family members. The purpose of His prayer was to thank God for
the death of Lazarus because it was an opportunity for the family to come to
understand Him more clearly.
Take a moment to examine your own situation that is way beyond your control.
Is it possible that Jesus is now offering a prayer of thanks for this
seemingly impossible situation in order that He may receive the glory for
what He will or will not do? Find a song that is custom made for your
testimony that can be credited only to God doing something amazing for you.
Day 4
Read John 11.
In Mary’s mind death was the end. Her understanding of what happens when
people die and her understanding of the resurrection at the end of the world
was so strong that she probably had not considered asking Jesus to raise
Lazarus. With a limited understanding of God, our faith limits the extent of
our prayer. This, however, does not limit our God. Do not be dismayed. God
has your best interest at heart even when your best interest is indiscernible
to you.
Day 5
Read John 17.
The final prayers of Jesus are astounding. Though He was soon to be
crucified, He prayed for those whom God had given Him. Understand that we are
special to Jesus. And though we do not know how to pray or for what to pray,

our Brother prays with pinpoint accuracy. If we were aware of the many
unforeseen blessings, we would never cease praising Him. Post something
simple for which you are thankful.
Day 6
Read John 17.
We gather from the other Gospels that while Jesus prayed, His disciples did
not. They were fast asleep and unaware of the danger to come in just a few
hours. By the time we realize it is time to pray, it is often too late to
prevent an unavoidable pain. Have you ever taken a second to think that maybe
things were not as bad as they could have been because Jesus prayed for us
before we drove into that storm with blinders on? The next time you find
yourself caught off guard by Satan, take a moment and thank Jesus for praying
the right prayer on your behalf.
Day 7
Read Luke 22:31, 32.
Tension in the room was so thick that I imagine you could see it in the
clenched fist of Peter. You could feel it blowing out of the flared nostrils
of Judas. You could sense it in the shifty eyes of James. Jesus knew to pray
for His disciples because of His foresight, and He was also keenly aware that
Satan had demanded to test them. The Greek word for “you” in verse 31
indicates a plural, so He was not speaking just about Peter, but about all of
them. He did not beg for him to overcome temptation; instead, He begged for
Peter’s faith not to fail.
WARNING: this may cause you to shout hallelujah repeatedly. Sometimes God
allows you to fall prey to temptation because His chief concern is your
faith, not your record.
Day 8 Read Luke 22:31.
I invite you to Google a song by Laura Story entitled “Blessings,” and let us
know what that song brings to your mind about the prayer that Jesus prayed.
Day 9
Read Luke 22:32.
Is there any significance to the fact that Jesus Himself is praying? Do you
believe that He prays for you? What does that mean? Go to http://crazylove
book.com/videos.html and watch the video entitled The Awe Factor of God and
let us know how this affects your thinking about the reality that Jesus prays
for you.
We have already noted the significance of that for which Jesus did not pray.
But look at what He did pray for—faith. Why is it so important to Him? In
your personal walk with God and in your reading of His Holy Word, have you
found any texts or experienced something that shows why faith is so important
to God? We would love to know what God has shown you about faith.
Day 10
In His prayer Jesus implicitly revealed that there is a difference between
following Him and being “converted.” Is it possible that our prayers, like
those of Jesus in this passage, could focus on the faith of people, rather
than their convenience, comfort, or conversion? Many people can testify to
the fact that their conversion followed a supposed downfall. Will you
prayerfully consider sharing with us a time that you “fell” and actually
found yourself closer to God afterward?

