Six Times Jesus Challenged His Hearers
(Are You One of Them?)

The Sabbath
On another Sabbath day, a man with a deformed right hand was in the synagogue
while Jesus was teaching. The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees
watched Jesus closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to accuse
him of working on the Sabbath.
But Jesus knew their thoughts. He said to the man with the deformed hand,
“Come and stand in front of everyone.” So, the man came forward. Then Jesus
said to his critics, “I have a question for you. Does the law permit good
deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save
life or to destroy it?”
He looked around at them one by one and then said to the man, “Hold out your
hand.” So the man held out his hand, and it was restored! At this, the
enemies of Jesus were wild with rage and began to discuss what to do with
him” (Luke 6:6-11, NLT)
Think and Grow
Dimensions and Demonstrations in The Sabbath
From Ellen G. White’s The Desire of Ages, the chapter entitled “The Sabbath.”
When questioned, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days?” Jesus answered,
“What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall
into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?
How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well
on the Sabbath days” Matthew 12:10-12.
The spies dared not answer Christ in the presence of the multitude, for fear
of involving themselves in difficulty. They knew that He had spoken the
truth. Rather than violate their traditions, they would leave a man to
suffer, while they would relieve a brute because of the loss to the owner if
it were neglected. Thus greater care was shown for a dumb animal than for
man, who is made in the image of God. This illustrates the working of all
false religions. They originate in man’s desire to exalt himself above God,
but they result in degrading man below the brute. Every religion that wars
against the sovereignty of God defrauds man of the glory which was his at the
creation, and which is to be restored to him in Christ. Every false religion
teaches its adherents to be careless of human needs, sufferings, and rights.
The gospel places a high value upon humanity as the purchase of the blood of
Christ, and it teaches a tender regard for the wants and woes of man. The
Lord says, “I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than
the golden wedge of Ophir” Isaiah 13:12.
When Jesus turned upon the Pharisees with the question whether it was lawful
on the Sabbath day to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill, He
confronted them with their own wicked purposes. They were hunting His life
with bitter hatred, while He was saving life and bringing happiness to
multitudes. Was it better to slay upon the Sabbath, as they were planning to

do, than to heal the afflicted, as He had done? Was it more righteous to have
murder in the heart upon God’s holy day than love to all men, which finds
expression in deeds of mercy?
In the healing of the withered hand, Jesus condemned the custom of the Jews,
and left the fourth commandment standing as God had given it. “It is lawful
to do well on the Sabbath days,” He declared. By sweeping away the senseless
restrictions of the Jews, Christ honored the Sabbath, while those who
complained of Him were dishonoring God’s holy day.
Those who hold that Christ abolished the law teach that He broke the Sabbath
and justified His disciples in doing the same. Thus, they are really taking
the same ground as did the caviling Jews. In this they contradict the
testimony of Christ Himself, who declared, “I have kept My Father’s
commandments, and abide in His love.” John 15:10. Neither the Saviour nor His
followers broke the law of the Sabbath. Christ was a living representative of
the law. No violation of its holy precepts was found in His life. Looking
upon a nation of witnesses who were seeking occasion to condemn Him, He could
say unchallenged, “Which of you convicteth Me of sin?” John 8:46, R.V.
The Saviour had not come to set aside what patriarchs and prophets had
spoken; for He Himself had spoken through these representative men. All the
truths of God’s word came from Him. But these priceless gems had been placed
in false settings. Their precious light had been made to minister to error.
God desired them to be removed from their settings of error and replaced in
the framework of truth. This work only a divine hand could accomplish. By its
connection with error, the truth had been serving the cause of the enemy of
God and man. Christ had come to place it where it would glorify God, and work
the salvation of humanity.
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ELLEN G. WHITE (1827-1915), one of the most published authors in the world,
named one of the “100 Most Significant Americans of All Time” by the

Smithsonian Institution in 2014, was a co-founder of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
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*You can read The Desire of Ages in its entirety online at
www.whiteestate.org/onlineboks.

