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Theme Text
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are
seen were not made of things which are visible. By faith Abel offered to God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead
still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see
death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without faith it
is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. By faith Noah,
being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared
an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and
became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. By faith
Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he
waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”
Hebrews 11:1-10

Life is Laborious
I must admit. This life is no cakewalk. There are so many obstacles that
litter our paths everyday. We encounter unreasonable people, difficult
assignments at work, bill collectors, flat tires, road rage, and so much
more. We have internal struggles with low self-esteem, overwhelming guilt,
feelings of anxiety or depression, sometimes we feel unappreciated by loved
ones, and sometimes it’s just hard to get through the day. And to top it all
off, we have to deal with our sin problems. Some of us are addicted to food.
Others of us are addicted to questionable entertainment. Some of us have
questionable relationships. And others of us have pride and other
dysfunctions to process. Honestly, if left to our own devices our lives would
be a mess.

Are God’s Expectations Unrealistic?
It doesn’t help that God has lofty expectations of us. He said that we should
be holy because He is holy. Then He added that we should have the mind of
Christ. Not to leave out the part about not esteeming others higher than
ourselves. Oh yeah! And don’t forget, never lean on your own understanding,
and make sure to seek Him first and everything you need will be added to your
life.
How? How in the world can we have such odds stacked against us. From the
moment we begin developing in our mother’s womb God has these desires for us.

How in the world can we ever measure up?
Faith. The answer is faith. I admit this may sound like a cliche answer. It
may even seem like it’s missing something. But it’s the truth. If the Bible
says that it is impossible to please God without faith, it stands to reason
that with faith, we can overcome all of our human inadequacies and ultimately
please our heavenly father.

Faith Makes Up For Our Inadequacies
But what is faith? The Bible defines faith in our theme text cited above. I’d
like to rephrase it in this way: Faith is the conduit through which God’s
power to live according to His will comes into our lives. Remember I
introduced us to this concept yesterday. Whatever is impossible in our own
strength, God makes possible through faith. When our faith lays hold of God’s
power we can overcome every evil tendency, doubt, weakness, and poor thinking
pattern.
So my encouragement to you today is this: ask God to increase your faith. Ask
Him to reward your tiny, mustard seed faith with His limitless power from
Heaven. Take some time this morning to ask God to originate, nurture, and
blossom the kind of faith that pleases Him. The kind of faith that can remove
any mountain that stands between you and God’s ideal for your life.
By God’s grace, this is the faith I live by. Let this be the same for you, in
Jesus’ name.

