How Partnerships Help Us Prevail in
Purpose
You cannot accomplish the purpose of God
unless you partner with His posse.
In Exodus 17:1-13 the writer tells of how the Israelites journeyed out of the
Wilderness of Sin and came to a city called Rephidim. A Hebrew word meaning
“rest or stay,” the Israelites believed Rephidim was a place they could set
up camp and rest from their long journey out of Egypt. To their surprise
there was absolutely no water in Rephidim. Disgruntled the Israelites
complained to Moses saying, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” (v.3) The
children of Israel were frustrated with their condition because their current
location seemed to be a contradiction. Rephidim meant rest or stay, yet it
lacked the very resources necessary to foster such activity.
I don’t know about you, but I get frustrated when I’m in a particular
country, restaurant, or facility and what I expect is not available. For
example, I can’t stand going to express fast food places in the airport.
These establishments annoy me because they do not carry all the options found
in the restaurant outside the airport. It’s frustrating to be somewhere whose
very name means what you need, yet it lacks the actual resource. The children
of Israel are frustrated because they’ve camped in a city whose very name
promises an environment that is conducive to their rest and stay, yet it
lacks the very thing they need in order to rest and stay – water.

Quench Your Thirst
Physically and emotionally weary from travel and leadership, Moses cries out
to God asking what he should do. God gives Moses the most awesome response
ever! He says, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders
of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river,
and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you
shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may
drink” (v. 5,6). In these couple of verses we see that God does not simply
provide the children of Israel with water. Instead He is the water from which
the children of Israel drink.
Look at the text again! In verse 6 God is standing in front of the rock.
Moses is not striking the rock, but he is striking God Himself! What we learn
here is that God is the first and most important alliance you will ever have
because He will position Himself in front of the very barriers that are
keeping you from having life and having it more abundantly. In that position,
God will even allow you to go so far as to strike Him to get what you need.

God will allow your location, your environment, or
your resources to fail you so that you learn there
is only one entity that is inherently capable of

not simply meeting, but also being all you need.
So, the first and most important alliance you need when you’re in a place
that seems as like it doesn’t have the resources you need is an alliance with
God. He will not simply give you what you need. He will be what you need.

Battle Grounds
Rephidim failed at being a place of stay because it lacked water. But it
quickly failed at being a place of rest because it became the place where the
Israelites had to fight their first battle.
In verse 8 the writer tells us that the Israelites fought the Amalekites in
Rephidim. This leads me to believe that the Israelites initial experience
with God as water was paramount. The Israelites needed to learn total
dependence upon God for their livelihood in order to have faith strong enough
to totally depend upon God in battle. This is of the utmost importance
because we are victorious in battle when we fight with God, and not simply
for God. What’s the difference Claudia? When you fight for God you’re
attempting to do what He asked you to do in your own strength. But when you
fight with God you’re doing what He asked you to do in His strength.
But the battles God often calls us to also require armies. And in order to
fight with God and be victorious we need to partner with godly men and women.
In other words, you need a “Godly Alliance.” Now, a Godly Alliance is a small
group of people who hold you up while the power of God works through you so
that you can prevail in within purpose.

Godly Alliances vs. Ungodly Alliances
Come with me to verses 10 through 13. The Bible says, that when Moses’s hands
were up the Israelites started to win the battle. But when Moses became tired
and his hands began to fall the body count quickly went in the other
direction. Moses’s brother Aaron and his friend and colleague in ministry,
Hur, were up on the mountain with Moses. (Side note: You can’t take everyone
to the mountaintop, but you gotta take someone. Choose wisely). Watching
Moses and the battle Aaron and Hur noticed a pattern in the power of God.
Seeing how the Israelites would win when Moses’s hands were up and they’d
begin to lose when his hands fell down, Moses and Hur grabbed a stone for
Moses to sit on. Then they got on either side of Moses and held up his arms
until the Israelites successfully defeated the Amalekites.

Aaron and Hur were a Godly Alliance because they had the spiritual
discernment to see how God’s power was operating through Moses. They then
took it upon themselves to position their friend in such a way that he would
be successful in the assignment that God had given him. Furthermore, they
positioned themselves at his sides as support. They did not encourage Moses
to rest. No, his Godly Alliance positioned him, and themselves, in such a way
that Moses could prevail in purpose. They did this because

Godly Alliances care more about you being
victorious in the battles that God has purposed for
you to fight than you being comfortable and rested;
even in places where comfort and rest are expected.
Ungodly alliances, on the other hand, encourage you to take breaks. They see
your fatigue, observe how drained your purpose has made you, and not
recognizing God’s flow of power in the situation encourage you to rest. This
is because

Ungodly Alliances care more about your present
comfort than your long-term victory.
They encourage you to make decisions based on your present feelings and
desires not thinking how those decisions could lead to defeat. Not a Godly
Alliance! A Godly Alliance encourages you to resist what you want to do in
present so that you can live victoriously in your future. I encourage you to
find two people you trust. Two people who when your mind, body, and spirit
are failing and all you want to do is rest, they go out of their way to
change your environment on your behalf. Find an Aaron and Hur who are willing
to help place you in the best position to prevail in purpose. But who also
place themselves in the best position to support you.
God has given each and every one of us a purpose. In 2020, there will be
times where we will find ourselves frustrated, drained, and just flat out
failing. The question is, who do you have around you? Do you have a Godly
Alliance, or an Ungodly Alliance? Do you have people to hold you up? I
encourage each and every one of you to ask yourself

Who are my Aaron and Hur?

